
Post-Practicum Sharing of Best Practices

Literary Devices Lesson

Purpose

Resources/Materials

: 1. Literary De\ ices Handout
2. [irework Worksheet

• introduce grade 8 students to the basics of style in poetry
• Teach students to identify different literary devices and understand how they add meaning and

effectiveness to writing
• Act as a reference page for the rest of the unit
• Curriculum Expectation Reading 2.4 Elements of

Style: identify a range of elements of style —

including symbolism, irony, analogy, metaphor, and
other rhetorical devices — and explain how they help
communicate meaning and enhance text effectiveness

• Curriculum Expectation Writing 2.3 Word Choice: regularly use vivid andJor figurative language
and innovative expressions in their writing

The Lesson

I. Hook: ask students if they’ve studied poetry before and hat they remember. Can they recall
any literary devices? 1)o they know what a literary device is?

2. Direct instruction and Guided Practice: Read or have students read the definitions and
examples of the literary devices horn the handout. After discussing a literary device, give
students an opportunity to fill in their own examples and share their examples with the class.
Allow for a class discussion in which students bounce ideas off each other and help their
peers understand the concepts

3. Independent Practice: For homework, ask students to complete the ‘Firework’ worksheet,
4htch asks students to iiidentify litLiar) dciccs in Katy Perr s hit song fliewoiks

Why I Recommend It
• I spent a lot of time creating the delInitions and examples that are thorough. varied, and easy to

understand I also included examples from Roiiwo and .JuIiei, which my students will be
studying later on this year

• By showing students how they use and hear literary devices all the time without realizing it, a lot
olthe fear of poetry is taken away and students begin to feel comtbrtahle with figurative
language

• Constructivist: scaffolding, multiple perspectives, not one right answer, social
negotiation/collaborative, complex, related to real life

• Opportunity for creativity, engaing, allowed students to feel competent, informative
• Doesn’t just address what literary devices are, hut how they add meaning and are effective

(compact meaning. memorable, pleasing to the ear, add interest)



Literary Devices
Literary devices are linguistic techniques that authors use to convey their message. Authors
use them because they are pleasing to the ear, add interest, and communicate meaning
concisely and enjoyably. Below are a list of common literary devices and their definitions.
Complete the list by tilling in your own examples.

Hyperbole
A deliberate exaggeration or overstatement used for emphasis. It catches the reader’s
attention and makes feelings seem more intense.
Your suitcase weighs a ton. I haven ‘1 seen you in ages.

Pun
A play on words by using a word in a way that suggests more than one possible meaning, or
by using words that sounds similar but have different meanings. The reader has an “ah!”
moment when they discover the multiple meanings. Puns produce a humorous effect draw
attention to the creative use of language.
A horse is a very stable animal.
What is the c4fference between a conductor and a teacher? A conductor minds the train, and
a teacher trains the mind.

Personification
When a thing, idea, or animal is given human attributes, portraying them in a way that we
feel they have the ability to act like human beings. It brings inanimate objects to life and
helps the reader to relate to them and see things from a new perspective.
The sky weeps. The fire swallowed the entire forest.

Alliteration
The repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words placed near each other.
Alliteration helps create flow, adds interest, and makes phrases easier to remember. It is
often used in the marketing industry.
“His soul swooned slowly as he heard the snowfalling faintly” --James Joyce, The Dead
Dunkin’ Donuts. Coca-Cola. Krispy Kreme.
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Onomatopoeia
A word that imitates that natural sounds of the thing which it describes. This helps readers to
hear the sound that the words reflect.
The buzzing bee flew away. The sackfell into the river with a splash.
The children whispered in the corner. The thunder boomed.

Oxymoron
The combination of two terms that seem to contradict each other.
Bittersweet. Seriously funny.
“0 brawling love! 0 loving hate!” —William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet

Allusion
A brief, passing reference to a person, place, event, or literary work. it does not explain the
reference, but expects the reader to make the connection.
Don ‘t act like a Romeo in front ofher. This place is like a Garden ofEden!

Simile
A direct comparison that shows the similarities of two different things using the words “like”
or “as.”
Our soldiers are as brave as lions. He is as tall as a tree.
“I love you like a love song, baby” Selena Gomez, I Love You Like a Love Song

Metaphor
An indirect or implied comparison between two dissimilar things that have come common
characteristics between them. A metaphor uses something we know well to help us
understand something we don’t know as well. It does not use the words “like” or “as.”
Henry was a lion on the battlefield. The assignment was a breeze.
“.Juliet is the sun” —William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet
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Analogy
A comparison in which an idea or a thing is compared to another thing that is quite different
from it. It aims at explaining that idea or thing by comparing it to something that is familiar.
Metaphors and similes are tools used to draw an analogy, but an analogy is more extensive
and elaborate than either a simile or a metaphor.
“Life is like a box ofchocolates. You never know what you’re gonna get. “—Forrest Gump
“What ‘s in a name? That which we call a rose
By any other word would smell as sweet.
So Romeo would, were he not Romeo called” —William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet

Irony
When words are used in a such a way that their intended meaning is different from that
actual meaning of the words. It is the difference between the appearance and the reality. The
context undermines a seemingly straightforward statement or event.
a) verbal irony: Answering “What a great idea!” in response to a foolish idea (sarcasm)
b) situational irony: Posting on YouTube a video about how useless YouTube is. Naming a
large dog “Tiny.”
Dramatic irony is a type of situational irony that occurs when characters act to show their
ignorance of a situation that the audience is aware of.

Symbol (Symbolism)
An object or action that represents something more significant than its literal meaning. This
adds a second level of meaning.
A new dawn represents a fresh start. A dove represents peace.

Image (Imagery)
The use of vivid or figurative language in a way that appeals to our senses and helps create a
mental picture in the reader’s mind. This is done through the use of descriptive language and
other poetic devices, such as metaphor and personification.
As he entered the warm and cozy cafe he smelled the aroma ofbrewed co/fee. He grabbed a
large white cup filled with deep, dark, rich coffee and inhaled enthusiastically as he brought
it to his flps. The coffee beans seemed to dance along his tongue.
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Literary Devices in “Firework” by Katy Perry

Song lyrics are filled with literary devices. Here are instructions for
identifying literary devices in Katy Perry’s hit song “Firework.”
1. Circle every simile.
2. Underline every metaphor with a straight line.
3. Highlight alliteration in yellow.
4. Highlight onomatopoeia in blue.
5. Underline each instance of personification with a squiggly line.

Do you ever feel like a plastic bag
Drifting through the wind, wanting to start again?
Do you ever feel, feel so paper thin
Like a house of cards, one blow from caving in?

Do you ever feel already buried deep six feet under?
Scream but no one seems to hear a thing
Do you know that there’s still a chance for you
‘Cause there’s a spark in you?

You just gotta ignite the light and let it shine
Just own the night like the 4th of July

‘Cause, baby, you’re a firework
Come on, show ‘em what you’re worth
Make ‘em go “Oh, oh, oh”
As you shoot across the sky-y-y

Baby, you’re a firework
Come on, let your colours burst
Make ‘em go “Oh, oh, oh”
You’re gonna leave ‘em all in awe, awe, awe

You don’t have to feel like a wasted space
You’re original, cannot be replaced
Ifyou only knew what the future holds
After a hurricane comes a rainbow

Maybe you reason why all the doors are closed
So you could open one that leads you to the perfect road
Like a lightning bolt, your heart will glow
And when it’s time you’ll know



You just gotta ignite the light and let it shine
Just own the night like the 4th of July

‘Cause, baby, you’re a firework
Come on, show ‘em what you’re worth
Make ‘em go “Oh, oh, oh”
As you shoot across the sky-y-y

Baby, you’re a firework
Come on, let your colours burst
Make ‘em go “Oh, oh, oh”
You’re gonna leave ‘em all in awe, awe, awe

Boom, boom, boom
Even brighter than the moon, moon, moon
It’s always been inside of you, you, you
And now it’s time to let it through-ough-ough

‘Cause, baby, you’re a firework
Come on, show ‘em what you’re worth
Make ‘em go “Oh, oh, oh”
As you shoot across the sky-y-y

Baby, you’re a firework
Come on, let your colours burst
Make ‘em go “Oh, oh, oh”
You’re gonna leave ‘em all in awe, awe, awe

Boom, boom, boom
Even brighter than the moon, moon, moon
Boom, boom, boom
Even brighter than the moon, moon, moon


